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Ahmedabad and the Sabarmati 



 Painting: Amit Ambalal 

Ahmedabad was established on Sabarmati in 1411 



Ahmedabad and the Sabarmati - 1672  



Sabarmati and  the Growth of Ahmedabad 



Ahmedabad and the Sabarmati – 2013 



Sabarmati has always been important 

to Ahmedabad 



As a source for drinking water 



As a place for recreation 



As a place to gather 



As a place for the poor to build their hutments 



 Photo: Cartier Bresson 

As a place for washing and drying clothes 



As a place for holding the traditional ‘Sunday Market’ 



As a place for farming 



Gandhiji built his ashram on the bank of Sabarmati in Ahmedabad 



And yet, Sabarmati was  

abused and neglected 



It became a place to dump garbage 



Stormwater drains spewed untreated sewage into the river 



A few nalas brought sewage into the river 



Sewage from the slums flowed directly into the river 



Encroachments reduced the river’s flood carrying capacity 



Haphazard and dull development came up along the riverfront 



The river became inaccessible to the public 



The bridges were the only places from which the river could be enjoyed 



The river became insignificant in the life of the city 



The city turned its back to the river 



Other Cities and their Waterfronts 



Waterfronts of many cities are a stark contrast 



Paris 



London 



New York 



New York 



Chengdu 



Singapore 



Shanghai 



Mumbai 



These waterfronts were designed and 

developed as meaningful public spaces for 

enhancing life in the city 



London - 1817… 



London - 1857… 



London - 1857… 



London - 1857… 



London - 1875… 



London - 1875… 



London - 2010 



New York - 1930… 



New York - 1995… 



Singapore - 1960… 



Singapore - 2011… 



Chengdu  - 1993… 



Chengdu - 2011… 



Back to Sabarmati and Ahmedabad 



The abused and neglected Sabarmati 



Ahmedabad 

Municipal 

Corporation (AMC) 

Sabarmati River 

Front Development 

Corporation Ltd. 

1997 

The AMC created a “wholly owned” company to develop the Sabarmati riverfront  



• Physical Features of the River 

• River Hydraulics 

• Land Reclamation and Embankments 

• Land Ownerships 

• Water Retention 

• Ground Water Recharge 

• Land Use and Road Network  

• Infrastructure Services 

• Resettlement and Rehabilitation  

 

• Implementation Strategy  

• Project Costs and Revenue Potential  

• Financing , Structure of the SRFDCL      

 and  

• Development Management 

Proposal for Sabarmati Riverfront Development 1998  



A  

Multidimensional  

Environmental Improvement,  

Social Upliftment  

and  

Urban Rejuvenation Project 



Gujarat,  Sabarmati, Ahmedabad 

and 

the Narmada 



Gulf of Cambay 



Gulf of Cambay 

Ahmedabad 



Gulf of Cambay 

Ahmedabad 

Catchment Area 



Sabarmati River 



Gulf of Cambay 

Catchment Area 

under control 

Dharoi Dam 

Hatmati Dam 

Guhai Dam 

Ahmedabad 

Catchment Area 



Gulf of Cambay 

Vasana Barrage 

Fatehwadi Canal 

Catchment Area 

under control 

Dharoi Dam 

Hatmati Dam 

Guhai Dam 

Ahmedabad 



Vasana Barrage 



Water retained by the Vasna Barrage  



Water used up for irrigation 



Sabarmati River 

Narmada River 

Vasana Barrage 

Fatehwadi Canal 

Catchment Area 

under control 

Dharoi Dam 

Hatmati Dam 

Guhai Dam 

Ahmedabad 



15 km 

Inlet 

Narmada Canal 

Fatehwadi Canal 
Vasana Barrage 



Lakes of Ahmedabad 

Kankaria 

Chandola 

Malek Saban 

Vastrapur 



Lakes of Ahmedabad 

Kankaria 

Chandola 

Malek Saban 

Vastrapur 



Ambitions 

of the 

Sabarmati Riverfront Development 

Project 



A  

Multidimensional  

Environmental Improvement,  

Social Upliftment  

and  

Urban Rejuvenation Project 



OBJECTIVES 



1. Make the riverfront accessible to the public 

2. Stop the flow of sewage, keep the river clean and pollution-free 

3. Provide permanent housing for riverbed slum dwellers 

4. Reduce risk of erosion and flooding in flood prone neighborhoods 

5. Create riverfront parks, promenades and ghats to enjoy the water 

6. Provide Ahmedabad with new cultural, trade and social amenities 

7. Revitalize riverfront neighborhoods, rejuvenate Ahmedabad 

8. Generate resources to pay for all of the foregoing 

9. Create a memorable identity for Ahmedabad 



Make the riverfront accessible 

to the public 







River Training and Land Reclamation – The Original Context 



•   Defined Waterway – 275 m wide 

•   Total Reclamation area - 202 Hectares 

River Training and Land Reclamation  



The Construction Process – Original Context 



The Construction Process – Working Platform 



The Construction Process – Working Platform 



The Construction Process – Diaphragm Wall and Anchor Slab 



Diaphragm Wall and Anchor Slab 



Diaphragm Wall and Anchor Slab 



Diaphragm Wall and Anchor Slab 



The Construction Process– Retaining Wall and Earth Fill 



Retaining Wall 



Retaining Wall and General Earth Fill 



Retaining Wall and General Earth Fill 



Retaining Wall and General Earth Fill 



Retaining Wall and General Earth Fill 



Retaining Wall and General Earth Fill 



The entire length of Sabarmati is now 

public! 

Source – 26th February 2011, DNA 



Stop the flow of sewage, keep the 

river clean and pollution-free 









Ensuring Clean Water 



Ensuring Clean Water 



Ensuring Clean Water 



Ensuring Clean Water 



Interceptor sewage line being built 



Interceptor sewage line being built 



The sewage will soon stop flowing into the 

Sabarmati! 



Provide permanent housing for  

riverbed slum dwellers 









Relocation of Riverbed Slum Dwellers - Socio Economic Survey of Riverbed Slums 

  



Relocation of Riverbed Slum Dwellers - Socio Economic Survey of Riverbed Slums 

  



Relocation of Riverbed Slum Dwellers – Relocation Sites 



Relocation of Riverbed Slum Dwellers – Monitored by the High Court 

  

Source - 22nd December 2009, Times of India 



Relocation of Riverbed Slum Dwellers – Housing Allotment 

  



Riverfront slum dwellers will soon all have 

permanent housing! 

Households within project area:  5984 (as per 2002 survey) 

Additional households approved by the Gujarat High Court: 5752 

Total households entitled to a house:  11736 

 

Cost of house: Rs. 12 lacs 
Contribution of beneficiary: Rs. 66,900  

Sites allotted for relocation: 29 

 

Total number of households who have been allotted a house: 11196 

Total number of relocated households :  8396 (30th August 2012)  
 



Relocation of Riverbed Slum Dwellers - Housing 



Relocation of Riverbed Slum Dwellers - Housing 

  



Relocation of Riverbed Slum Dwellers - Housing 

  



Relocation of Riverbed Slum Dwellers - Housing 



Relocation of Riverbed Slum Dwellers - Housing 



Reduce the risk of erosion and  

flooding in flood prone neighborhoods 



The Sabarmati in Flood, 2006 

  



Private Flood Protection Walls 

  



Private Flood Protection Walls 

  



Contour Map of Ahmedabad 



The Defined Waterway and Reclaimed Land 



Risk of erosion has been eliminated and that of 

flooding in low lying neighborhoods has been 

significantly reduced! 



Create riverfront parks, promenades 

and ghats to enjoy the water 









Parks, Promenades and Ghats 



Park – Khanpur   



Park – Khanpur   



The Heritage Park – Lal Darwaza  



The Heritage Park – Lal Darwaza  



Lower Promenade – Ashram Road    



Lower Promenade – Ashram Road    



Lower Promenade - Shahibaug   



Lower Promenade - Shahibaug   



Lower Promenade – Narayan Ghat  



Lower Promenade – Narayan Ghat  



Lower Promenade – Narayan Ghat  



Lower Promenade – Narayan Ghat  



Gandhi Ashram  



Gandhi Ashram  



Ambedkar Bridge Urban Forest 

Vasna Barrage Sports Ground 

Pirana Sports Ground and Paldi Urban Forest 

 



The Sabarmati Riverfront Project will add almost 

10,00,000 sq. mts. of parks, promenades and 

plazas to Ahmedabad! 



Lower Promenade – Shahibaug   



Lower Promenade – Shahibaug   



 



Lower Promenade – Kite Festival, 2012   



Lower Promenade – Kite Festival, 2012   



Lower Promenade – Kite Festival, 2012   























Source – 20th August  2012, Times of India 



Source – 12th August  2012, Times of India 



Source – 17th September  2012, Ahmedabad Mirror 



Source – 14th April  2015, Ahmedabad Mirror 



Provide Ahmedabad with many new 

cultural, trade and social amenities  



Temporary Event Ground Between Gandhi & Nehru Bridge  

 



Cultural, Trade and Social Amenities 



Cultural, Trade and Social Amenities 



Riverfront Market 

2002 



Riverfront Market 

 

2009 



Riverfront Market 

 

2014 



Fort Wall 
Riverf ront 

Market 

Exhibition 

Hall 

Business 

Centre 

Stage Temporary 

Event Halls 

Garden 

Overview of the Event Ground 



Trade Fair Complex – View from River 



Riverfront Market – Service road and Access  

Fort Wall Pedestrian Area Stalls Service Road 



Riverfront Market – Service road and Access  



Open Air Market Riverfront Market 

 



Open Air Market Riverfront Market 

 



Open Air Market Riverfront Market 

 



Open Air Market Riverfront Market 

 



Informal Market at “Delite-Junction” 



Laundry Complex 



Open Air Market Laundry Complex 



Open Air Market Laundry Complex 



Open Air Market Laundry Complex 



The Sabarmati Riverfront Project will help provide 

Ahmedabad with many new cultural trade and 

social institutions! 



Revitalize riverfront neighborhoods 

Rejuvenate Ahmedabad 



The Riverfront Project can transform all of Ahmedabad . . .  



The Riverfront Project can transform all of Ahmedabad . . .  



1. Paldi Residential Neighborhood 

2. Cultural Mile 

3. Health-care Hub 

4. B J Park Institutional Precinct 

5. Ashram road Business District 

6. Ashram road Mixed Use Precinct 

7. Gandhi Ashram Heritage Precinct 

8. Sabarmati Residential Neighborhood 

9. Sabarmati Redevelopment Precinct 

 

 

 

10. Shahibagh Residential Neighborhood 

11. Shahibagh Institutional Precinct 

12. Dudeshwar Mixed Use Precinct 

13. Khanpur Mile 

14. Lal Darwaza Heritage Precinct 

15. Fair and Market Precinct 

16. Calico Redevelopment Precinct 

17. Pirana Precinct 

18. Lower Promenade 

 

Planning Precincts 



Planning Precincts – Ashram Road 



Planning Precincts – Ashram Road 



Public Institutions – Existing Land Utilization of  Waterworks Planning Precincts- Shahibaug 



Public Institutions – Possible Land Utilization of  Waterworks Planning Precincts- Shahibaug 



Generate resources to pay for all of 

the foregoing 



Masterplan Proposal (Landuse)  -  1998 



The 1998 proposal – Project Cost and Revenue Potential 



Proposed Landuse – June 2010 

Gardens/Promenades/Open Space 53.84 % 

11.08 % 

19.38 % 

14.50 % 

1.20 % 

Public Utility Areas 

SRFD Road 

Land for Sale 

Adjoining Residual Area 



Saleable Land – SRFD Project 

Total Amount of Land  

– 2,97,119 sqm 

 

Total Floor Area (Construction) 

– 9,52,268 sqm 
 

Total Revenue  

– 1500 Crore 

 

Project Cost  
– 1103.42 Crore 



Commercial Development – Sardar Bridge 



Commercial Development – Khanpur  



Commercial Development – Subhash Bridge  



Create a memorable identity for 

Ahmedabad 







The City with the Riverfront 



The City with the Riverfront 



The City with the Riverfront 



The City with the Riverfront 



The City with the Riverfront 



The City with the Riverfront 



The City with the Riverfront 



The City with the Riverfront 



This city will be known for bringing the  

Sabarmati back to Ahmedabad and for  

bringing Amdavadis back to the Sabarmati! 



THANK YOU 
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